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TAGS: ELAB, OECD 

SUBJECT: POTENTIAL OECD ROLE IN ILO CONFERENCE ON 
EMPLOYMENT 

REE: OECD PARIS 32498 

1. MANPOWER SOCIAL AFEAIRS (MSAC) DIRECTORATE HEAD GASS 
TOLD US DEC 22 THAT SECGEN VAN LENNEP WOULD RAISE WITH 
OECD COUNCIL OR HEADS OE DEL THE DESIRABILITY OF USING 
LABOR MINISTERIAL OR SOME OTHER EORUM FOR MEMBER COUN- 
TRIES TO COORDINATE POSITION RE ILO JUNE CONFERENCE ON 
EMPLOYMENT. ACCORDING TO GASS, VAN LENNEP WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE LABOR MINISTERS ADDRESS ISSUE DURING MARCH MINISTERIAL 
UNDER "OTHER BUSINESS" OE AGENDA, OR INFORM AT.I.Y IN CORRI- 
DORS. GASS SAYS RATIONALE FOR ESTABLISHING COMMON OECR 
POSITION IS FACT THATOTHER BLOCS WITHIN ILO (E.G. 

GROUP OF 77) ARE PREPARING POSITION PAPERS SUPPORTIVE OF 
THEIR INTERESTS. THUS INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES SHOULD DO 
LIKEWISE. 

2. COMMENT: MISSION SEES MERIT IN THIS IDEA AND BELIEVES 
WE SHOULD REACT POSITIVELY. CAUCUS WOULD PROVIDE US 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK MAXIMUM INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY SUPPORT 
FOR OUR POSITIONS AT ILO. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: SINCE WE UNDERSTAND VAN LENNEP 
PLANS TO RAISE THE ISSUE AFTER HIS RETURN IN JANUARY, 

WE WILL NEED EARLY GUIDANCE. 

KATZ 
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